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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 31 December 2007 has been entered. 

Status of Claims 

Claim 10 has been newly added. Claims 1 and 9 have been amended. Claims 1-10 are 
pending and are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 9 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-8 are directed to a series of steps. In order for a series of 
steps to be considered a proper process under § 101, a claimed process must either: (1) be tied to 
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another statutory class (such as a particular apparatus) or (2) transform underlying subject matter 
(such as an article or materials). Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (1981); Parker v. Flook, 
437 U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalkv. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972). Thus, to qualify as 
patent eligible, these processes should positively recite the other statutory class to which it is tied 
(e.g., by identifying the apparatus the accomplishes the method steps), or positively recite the 
subject matter that is being transformed (e.g., by identifying the product or material that is 
changed to a different state). Claims 1-8 identify neither the apparatus performing the recited 
steps nor any transformation of underlying materials, and accordingly are directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1, 3-5 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Avant, U.S. Patent No. 6,976,621 Bl, hereinafter referred to as Avant. 



As per Claims 1, 3 and 8-10 , Avant discloses a system and method comprising: 
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detecting information present on at least one surface of a mailpiece and applying a 

machine-readable identification code onto the mailpiece at a sorting station 

(C. 5, lines 60 - C. 6, lines 12, C. 8, lines 9-10, C. 8, lines 55-67, C. 9, lines 7-35); 

- transmitting the detected information and an appertaining identification code to an 
interface computer and storing the detected information and the appertaining pertinent 
identification code (C. 5, lines 60 - C. 6, lines 12, C. 8, lines 9-10, C. 8, lines 55-67, 
C. 9, lines 7-35); 

- accessing the stored information and the stored identification code and determining 
address information on the basis of the detected and stored information 

(C. 5, lines 60 - C. 6, lines 12, C. 8, lines 9-10, C. 8, lines 55-67, C. 9, lines 7-35); 
comparing the detected address information with address information present in a 
database (C. 5, lines 60 - C. 6, lines 12, C. 8, lines 9-10, C. 8, lines 55-67, C. 9, lines 
7-35); 

associating the detected address information with new address information on the 
basis of the comparison that has been carried out (C. 5, lines 60 - C. 6, lines 12, C. 8, 
lines 9-10, C. 8, lines 55-67, C. 9, lines 7-35); 

- transmitting the associated new address information and the appertaining 
identification code to the interface computer (C. 5, lines 60 - C. 6, lines 12, C. 8, lines 
9-10, C. 8, lines 55-67, C. 9, lines 7-35, also see Figure 1 1); 

detecting the identification code applied onto the mailpieces and applying the new 
address information onto the mailpiece wherein the new address information is 
derived from the information read from the mailpiece and is applied as a function of 
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the identification code ((C. 5, lines 60 - C. 6, lines 12, C. 8, lines 9-10, C. 8, lines 55- 
67, C. 9, lines 7-35, C. 14, lines 38-55). 

As per Claim 4 , Avant discloses applying the new address information onto the 
mailpiece in coded form (C. 6, line 30). 

As per Claim 5 , Avant discloses wherein the address information comprises a barcode 
(C. 6, line 30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 2 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Avant in 
view of Didriksen, International Publication No. WO 00/00300, hereinafter referred to as 
Didriksen. 

As per Claims 2 and 7 , Avant fails to disclose processing the mailpieces according to a 
two-stage process. However, Didriksen teaches a sortation sequence may be used at the first 
and/or at the second item processing installation as well as in distributing of items and during 
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final delivery of items at the respective destination locations (pp. 10, lines 15-26, pg. 15, lines 
16-25, pp. 28, lines 4-22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include in the mailing 
system of Avant the ability to further process mail items as taught by Didriksen since the claimed 
invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely 
would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

As per Claim 6 , Avant fails to explicitly disclose wherein the address information at least 
partially in plain text. However, Didriksen teaches capturing a first image of a printed or written 
address block provided on the parcel (pp. 25, lines 17-19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include in the mailing 
system of Avant addresses in text form as taught by Didriksen since the claimed invention is 
merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have 
performed the same function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 



Application/Control Number: 10/823,439 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3628 

respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the responses, fully consider the references 
in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FADEY S. JABR whose telephone number is (571)272-1516. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 8:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Fadey S Jabr 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3628 

FSJ 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as 
follows: 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-1516 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window, Randolph Building, 401 
Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 223 14 



/F. S. J./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3628 
/JOHN W HAYES/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



